
Mitigation Protocols 
based on total new COVID-19 cases in Dakota 
County per 10,000 in the past 14 days

Minimal
 0-9.99

Moderate
10-29.99

Substantial
 30-49.99

High
 >50

Face coverings in school Face coverings strongly recommended indoors for ages 2+ regardless 
of vaccination status

Face coverings are required 
indoors for students ages 2 
through grade 8 regardless 
of vaccination status. Face 
coverings are required indoors 
for all early childhood through 
grade 8 staff, and strongly 
recommended for students and 
staff in 9-12 schools.

Face coverings are required 
indoors for all students age 2 
through grade 12 regardless 
of vaccination status. Face 
coverings are required indoors 
for all District staff and visitors, 
regardless of vaccination 
status.

Face coverings on school buses Required (Currently mandated by the Federal government)

COVID-19 Daily Symptom Check at 
Home

Required

Stay Home When Sick Required

Hand Hygiene Practices Required

Daily Custodial Cleaning Required

Isolation/Quarantine If any student or member of your household has COVID-19 symptoms or is positive, all household members are required to quarantine for 14 days 
unless one of the following is true: they are fully vaccinated for COVID-19; they have evidence of a positive COVID-19 test in the last 90 days; or the 
symptomatic household member receives a negative COVID-19 test result (all household members must remain at home while waiting for the test 
result). If your student is experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms, your student must do one of the following: isolate until a negative COVID-19 test 
result or alternative diagnosis is received; or isolate for 10 days AND until symptoms improve without using medication. 

For PreK through Grade 5, whenever there are four or more confirmed positive cases in a classroom over a 14-day period with known transmission 
among students, the entire class will be required to quarantine for 14 calendar days starting the day after the last day of exposure.

Contact Tracing Families and staff (grades PK-5) will be notified if there is a positive case in their student’s class/program, and families/staff (grades 6-12) will be 
notified by students’ individual class periods. These families have the choice to quarantine or to monitor for symptoms. COVID-19 testing is strongly 
recommended 3 to 5 days after possible exposure. 

At the secondary level, the district has partnered with Meridian Health Services to more accurately identify close contacts within classrooms and 
increase the likelihood of those close contacts getting tested for the virus 3-5 days after exposure. 

Contact tracing will not be conducted to the level utilized during the 2020-21 school year. This plan is subject to change based upon virus 
transmission.

Exhibiting COVID-19 Symptoms 
at School

If a student is symptomatic at school, the parent/guardian will be notified to pick up their child. The student will be required to wear a mask while 
waiting in the isolation area. 

COVID-19 Testing COVID-19 testing is strongly recommended if a student/staff member is symptomatic or a household member tests positive or has symptoms. If 
any member of your household is awaiting COVID-19 test results because they are symptomatic or were exposed, they and all members of your 
household must stay home unless one of the following is true: they are fully vaccinated for COVID-19 OR they have evidence of a positive COVID-19 
test in the last 90 days. If your student is awaiting screening test results but are not symptomatic and have no known exposure, they and all members 
of your household may attend school/work.

Vaccination Every Minnesotan ages 5 years and older can now get vaccinated. Visit the MDH website at mn.gov/covid-19 to learn more about the most current 
information about COVID-19 vaccine programs, locations and appointment availability. 

While the COVID-19 vaccination or proof of vaccination is not a requirement for students or staff, the CDC and MDH recommend people 5+ get vac-
cinated. 

Booster shots are now available for school staff as well as adults ages 65+ and other certain at-risk individuals 18+ that previously completed their 
primary series with Pfizer or Moderna at least 6 months ago. MDH also recommends all Minnesotans ages 18+ who got the Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine should get a booster shot at least 2 months after their first dose.

Visitors/Volunteers Non-essential visitors and volunteers are restricted in school buildings and facilities during the school day. All buildings are required to keep a roster 
of essential visitors/volunteers (name, contact information, date, time).

Confirmed COVID-19 cases will continue to be reported to the Minnesota Department of Health.


